
MESSAGE
FROM THE RAV
Dear Chevra

Welcome to our minyan. We hope that you had a 
successful week and wish you a relaxing and holy 
Shabbat.

Parshat Korach deals with some of the most fundamental 
principles in creating a Jewish community. There is an 
ancient tradition that the word ציבור is an acronym for 
 A community has to be based on .צדיקים בינונים ורשעים
Judaism’s essential all-inclusiveness. The purpose and 
driving force behind a community should be the desire 
to be part of a קבוצה קדושה and its longevity is founded 
on its members drive to participate in its activities and 
give! The words of John F. Kennedy ring true: “Ask not 
what your country can do for you; ask what you can do 
for your country!”

Chazal teach us that what Korach did was exactly 
the opposite. קרח  Korach took! Korach’s entire – ויקח
attitude was one of selfish taking and the desire to be
in a position of power. אונקלוס translates 'ויקח' to mean 
'separated', which is basically what Korach did to 
himself by arguing – he separated himself and others 
from the Jewish community.

Korach’s problem was rooted in a lack of אמונה. Although 
we could theoretically justify Korach’s claim against his 
cousins, the elite family of the children of the previous 
 Amram – Aharon, Moshe and Miriam; seeing גדול הדור
as though Korach’s father, Yitzhar, was older than his 
brother Amram and therefore perhaps deserved the first
shot at the leadership of the Jewish People; Korach’s 
mistake was recognising the choice of הקבה! Hashem 
chose Moshe, Aharon and Miriam; Moshe didn’t make 
the selections! Korach failed to see passed his own 
personal interest – a most necessary requirement to 
attain leadership; and he failed to recognise the holy 
selection of הקבה – a critical prerequisite to lead עם 
!the Holy Nation – ישראל

Korach’s attitude of taking led him even further astray. 
His desire to take everything for himself destroyed his 
ability to include others on a true level. Even though 
he included דתן and אבירם and און בן פלת from the tribe 
of ראובן; his desires were selfish as he truly wanted
the leadership for himself. The disagreement is not 

referred to as ומשה קרח קרח but as ,מחלוקת  מחלוקת
עדתו  the disagreement between Korach and his – וכל
entire community. Not even they could agree on what 
they were fighting about! Each side had their own
claim. Korach included the tribe of ראובן as if to say 
that they had a legitimate claim to leadership because 
of being the firstborn of  and דתן And he included !יעקב
 the professional trouble makers in order to – אבירם
get support for his rebellion. But their inability to unite 
was their downfall (literally) along with their separating 
themselves from ישראל  which landed up being part עם
of their eternal punishment.

Let us analyse the משנה in 5:17) אבות  to deeper (פרקי
understand this concept.
לשם ושאינה להתקיים, סופה שמים לשם שהיא מחלוקת כל
שמים? לשם שהוא היא מחלוקת להתקיים. איזו סופה אין שמים
וכל קרח מחלוקת זו שמים? לשם ושאינה ושמאי, הלל מחלוקת זו

עדתו.
Every disagreement that is in the name of Heaven will 
last, and that isn’t in the name of Heaven will not last. 
Which is a disagreement in the name of Heaven? A 
disagreement of Hillel and Shamai. And which is not in 
the name of Heaven? A disagreement of Korach and 
his whole group.

Our desired goal when looking at disagreement is 
to solve it, and have both sides arrive at a mutual 
understanding. Strangely, it seems from this משנה that 
a שמים לשם  is destined to exist forever – as a מחלוקת
 מחלוקת teach us that both sides of a חזל ,Thus !מחלוקת
establish legitimate positions within Jewish thought 
and practise and that both could theoretically be relied 
on. Even though we pasken according to one of the 
sides – it is essential that we learn the other one and its 
driving force of logic, so that should there be a need – it 
could be relied on too. As an example, even though we 
pasken by Beit Hillel, we still study the opinion of Beit 
Shamai which is a legitimate opinion to the extent that in 
the times of Mashiach we will pasken like Beit Shamai. 
להתקיים)  that we will חזל is interpreted by some of סופה
pasken like Beit Shamai in the time of Mashiach). 

True שמים לשם  establishes two approaches to מחלוקת
truth because they are based in the root of truth – הקבה! 
May all our differences of opinion be שמים  and may לשם
we succeed in filling our entire lives with !קדושה

שלום שבת
וטליה שמואל רב
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Community 
announcements

*************************
*We would like to 
welcome all the new 
faces to our minyan. 
If you are new in the 
area, please feel free 
to introduce yourself 
to either Rav Shmuel 
or Taly after shul. If 
you need a place for 
lunch, we will do our 
best to organise one 
for you.

 *************************
*For comments on 
the parsha page or 
questions for Rav 
Bloom please e-mail: 
rabbi@lateminyan.com

*************************
*If anyone would like 
to sponsor this weekly 
parsha page in memory 
of a close one or in 
honour of an up-
coming simcha, 

please contact 
Tammy Wilson at: 
chair@lateminyan.com

*************************
*If anyone would like 
to sponsor a kiddush  
in honour of an up-
coming simcha, 

  please contact
Gali Dorn at: 
events@lateminyan.com

*************************Shabbat
Shalom
from the Late Minyan

we invite you to add 
yourself to the shul 

mailing list. Visit 
www.lateminyan.com. 

The LLM is pleased to announce an 
evening lecture on 

Halachic Organ 
Donations

(in English)

To be presented by
Robby Berman

Founder & Director 
Halachic Organ Donor Society 

www.hods.org 
 

Wednesday 20th June 8.30pm 
Beit Knesset "Harel" 

Rechov Hashayarot 4, Old Katamon
 

There will be Tefillat Maariv at 8.10
All are welcome- no entrance fee

we are looking
for volunteers
for layening-

please contact
Rob Arnold on

054-422-8666 
rob@jerusalemtype.com

Quote  of
the week

"We can 
choose to 

throw stones, 
to stumble

on them, to 
climb over 
them, or to 
build with 

them" - William 
Arthur Ward


