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MESSAGE
FROM THE RAV

Dear Chevra

Welcome to our minyan! We hope that you had
a successful week and wish you a relaxing and
rejuvenating Shabbat.

At the Pesach Seder we recite the challenging destiny
of the Jewish People: 11'n172% 117y ormiy im T 'HDa
DTN 17'¥n Napnl —in every generation they stand up to
destroy us, but n saves us! In this week’s parsha, Balak,
we are once again faced with an enemy who wants to
do destroy us and hires the non-Jewish world’s master
sorcerer, ny'72, to curse YW Dy.

Rabbi Yitzchak Etshalom raises comparisons between
ny72 and onNax based on the mwn in 5:19 niax 'o:
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In summary, a good eye, a lowly spirit and a humble
soul are signs of the students of nnnax who will inherit
xan 071v. The opposite traits identify the students of
ny72 who inherit pan'a and worse.

Textually, we find interesting comparisons and
differences between nnnax and ny7a. Both seem to
have the power of blessing and cursing. Bilam: nx
NI RN WK 2N 020 WK, Avraham: 312720 N272KI
RN 7971 . Both rise early in the morning to saddle
their donkeys, head out with two lads and encounter

an angel. nnnax nearly slaughters his son, following
the Divine command; ny?a threatens to slaughter
his donkey who is the one responding to the Divine
presence (the angel). nnnax is praised by the angel;
ny7 is threatened with death by the angel. bniax
says nothing to the angel, merely following the Divine
command of "staying his hand"; ny7a is cowed by the
presence of the angel and offers to return home.

Most significant is the outcome of their sight, n'x0 —
an action that could result in seeing — nxn, or fearing
— nx'. At oy nTpy, Avraham sees everything: nin
— the Mountain of (the fear/sight of) Hashem (nx' ).
Whereas ny7a even classifies himself as the one who
cannot see: |'vn nino. Bilam journeyed for riches and
honour, and ended up sacrificing everything. nniax
journeyed to sacrifice everything, and ended up
becoming enriched and honoured for generations.

What are the naio |'v and the nyn |'v that the niwn
refers to? They are nothing but our attitude with which
we choose to see things! Everything that happens and
exists is objectively neutral. The factor that determines
its positivity or negativity is US and our attitude with
which we choose to approach it with. A holy approach
to everything in life leads to living a life full with nwiTjp
at every moment.

It is interesting that the individual who is eventually
responsible for the death of ny7a is vwin' (Bamidbar
31:8). yuin' comes from the tribe of qoi — the person
who personified the ability to withstand the temptations
which ny7a attempted to spread. It is ywin' who,
through his strong connection to 1121 nwn, managed
to infuse the ensuing years of physical existence in war
and conquest of 7x 1w yax with nwiTp. So too, it will be
qor' 2 n'wn, whose time we currently find ourselves in,
who initiates both the physical and spiritual redemption
of our nation in our Holy Land.
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THOUGHT OF THE WEEK

A SMALL ACT DONE MODESTLY IS A THOUSAND TIMES MORE ACCEPTABLE TO
HASHEM THAN A GREAT DEED DONE WITH PRIDE. — ORCHOS TZADDIKIM
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WE ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS
FOR LAYENING-PLEASE CONTACT
ROB ARNOLD ON
054-422-8666 ROB@JERUSALEMTYPE.COM

COMMUNITY
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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*WE WOULD LIKE TO
WELCOME ALL THE NEW
FACES TO OUR MINYAN.
[F YOU ARE NEW IN THE
AREA, PLEASE FEEL FREE
TO INTRODUCE YOURSELF
TO EITHER RAV SHMUEL
OR TALY AFTER SHUL. IF
YOU NEED A PLACE FOR
LUNCH, WE WILL DO OUR
BEST TO ORGANISE ONE
FOR YOU.
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*FOR COMMENTS ON
THE PARSHA PAGE OR
QUESTIONS FOR RAV
BLOOM PLEASE E-MAIL:
RABBI@LATEMINYAN.COM
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*[F ANYONE WOULD LIKE
TO SPONSOR THIS WEEKLY
PARSHA PAGE IN MEMORY
OF A CLOSE ONE OR IN
HONOUR OF AN UP-
COMING SIMCHA,

PLEASE CONTACT

TAMMY WILSON AT:

CHAIR@LATEMINYAN.COM
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*|F ANYONE WOULD LIKE
TO SPONSOR A KIDDUSH
IN HONOUR OF AN UP-
COMING SIMCHA,
PLEASE CONTACT
GALI DORN AT:
EVENTS@LATEMINYAN.COM
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SHABBAT
SHALOM

FROM THE LATE MINYAN

WE INVITE YOU TO ADD
YOURSELF TO THE SHUL
MAILING LIST. VISIT
WWW.LATEMINYAN.COM.




