
MESSAGE
FROM THE RAV
Dear Chevra

Beginning reading במדבר  ספר
always precedes the holiday of 
 the reliving of our acceptance ,שבועות
of the תורה on Mount Sinai, indicating 
that this תורה reading is, in some 
way, an overture to our receiving the 
 responding to the ,מדרש The .תורה
question why the תורה was given 
in a desert, teaches that one who 
wishes to acquire the wisdom of the 
 must renounce his sense of תורה
self-ownership, just as a desert is 
ownerless. 

The absolute prerequisite for 
the acquisition of תורה wisdom 
is attainment of a high degree of 
humility. Far from being an indication 
of meekness or low self-esteem, 
humility is the ability to empty one's 
self of his focus on self, to become 
an empty vessel open to receiving 
greater wisdom. The preparation that 
must be completed, in anticipation 
of the great gift of תורה that is given 

every year on שבועות, is emptying 
our own vessels of all vestiges of 
ego and conceit to make room for 
the inflow of .תורה

Why is humility so crucial to one's 
ability to acquire and internalize 
the knowledge and values of the 
 Simply, a humble person will ?תורה
bend himself and his understanding 
to correspond to the immutable 
principles of the תורה whereas a 
self-centred person will manipulate 
and distort the תורה to meet his 
principles and standards.

Another מדרש expounds that the 
 was given in a desert with תורה
fire and water. How does the  מדרש
derive that from the word "desert"? 
Rabbi Chizkiyahu Eliezer Kahan, 
in Nachlat Eliezer, explains that the 
answer stems from the two types 
of commandments we find in the
Torah, עשה תעשה and מצוות לא  .מצוות
In order to properly observe ה's will, 
we need to be permeated with two 
opposite forces. We need to have a 
burning, active side, comparable to 
fire, which continually seeks growth
and elevation; and at the same time 

maintain a cool, passive side that, 
like water, is a natural coolant and 
seeks out the lowest point to which 
it can drop. 

But having these attributes is not 
sufficient. Mesillat Yesharim writes
that "one's evil inclination can 
distance many matters which can 
be made to look evil but in reality 
are good. It can also embrace many 
things that appear to be good but in 
reality are evil. One needs that his 
heart be completely straight with 
no motive to do anything other than 
what is pleasing to ה."

The תורה, therefore, emphasizes 
that ה spoke to Moshe in the desert, 
a barren place that symbolizes 
complete humility. The G-d conscious 
Jew must be a desert, barren of his 
biases and personal agendas. Only 
then will he possess clarity when to 
engage his burning drive for growth 
and when to exercise his cool 
passivity. 
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Quote
of the week

 “Happiness is 
nothing more than 

good health and
a bad memory"

Albert Schweitzer

Question of
 

Which Mitzvah is so great, that one who does it, is 
considered as if he [built the Beit Hamikdash and] 

sacrificed all of the Korbanot?
If you give the “presents to the poor” from your field

in Eretz Yisrael, you are praised as if you [built the Beit 
Hamikdash and] offered all the Korbanot therein. Wow, 
does Hashem love the poor. He even prefers the giving of 
charity, more than the building of the Beit Hamikdash!

(Ein Yaakov Brachot 3b)

the week

Kiddush donated by Shimon Posner in honor 
of his Sister Deena's upcoming wedding.

The Late Late Minyan is wishing Deena, Gadi and their families 
Mazal Tov and many years of happiness
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Community 
announcements

*************************
*We would like to 
welcome all the new 
faces to our minyan. 
If you are new in the 
area, please feel free 
to introduce yourself 
to either Rav Shmuel 
or Taly after shul. If 
you need a place for 
lunch, we will do our 
best to organise one 
for you.

 *************************
*For comments on 
the parsha page or 
questions for Rav 
Bloom please e-mail: 
rabbi@lateminyan.com

*************************
*If anyone would like 
to sponsor this weekly 
parsha page in memory 
of a close one or in 
honour of an up-
coming simcha, 

please contact 
Tammy Wilson at: 
chair@lateminyan.com

*************************
*If anyone would like 
to sponsor a kiddush  
in honour of an up-
coming simcha, 

  please contact
Gali Dorn at: 
events@lateminyan.com

*************************Shabbat
Shalom
from the Late Minyan

we invite you to add 
yourself to the shul 

mailing list. Visit 
www.lateminyan.com. 

We are pleased to announce
that this Leil Shavuot

the LLM will have tfilah

Mincha and Maariv
at the disabled people home

on Rechov Shimoni 36.
Afterwards there will be

dinner and limmud until 23:00.

Participation for the dinner
needs pre-registration.

For more details & registration
please contact

Chava Swichkow on 054-447-8166 or 
chaim-arieh kahana on 054-495-4600.

רעב בארץ" ויהי השופטים שפוט "ויהי בימי
(רות א', א')

 
בימי ויהי כתוב: לא אולם הראשון, המאורע של הזמן בציון פותחת המגילה

השופטים. שפוט בימי ויהי אלא: השופטים,

דרכים: בשתי את הפסוק לפרש "שפוט" מאפשרת הנוספת המלה

השופטים ששפטו בימים
השופטים את ששפטו בימים

שאם מוכיחו, את להוכיח פה לנשפט פתחון מקולקלין, והיה עצמם השופטים "שהיו
קטנה פלונית מעבירה ופרוש הסתלק - שיניך מבין קיסם טול לו השופט: אומר
חמורה שבידך פרוש מעבירה - קורה מבין עיניך טול לומר לו: זה שבידך, יכול

(רש"י).

בו שנשתלח פגום, דור לפנינו ברקע
הדור רקע פני ועל למוטב, להחזירו רעב
במעמדו ושפל אלימלך,רם מובלט בית

והתחתן יהודה, את עזב צרה באיכותו,שבעת
מואב. בנות עם

על בית אלימלך האסונות: מכן באו לאחר
מחלון בניו - שני ואח"כ מת אלימלך תחילה

וכליון.


