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MESSAGE
FROM THE RAV

Dear Chevra

We hope that you had a successful week and wish you
a relaxing naw. Parshat n7w raises some fundamental
issues regarding true faith in n. How could it be, that
after witnessing all the miracles in Egypt and hearing n’s
voice at 1’0 10, that the LEADERS of the nation could
come back with a negative approach about n’s ability
to take us into 78 w' yax and conquer our enemies? In
essence, it raises deeper questions. Can we question
n? Do we really believe that what n promises and
commands are true? Rav Kook says that there is an
mmx that is really nn'9> and asks the question: Are
we really serving n or perhaps serving ourselves in the
comfort of our Judaism?

This human condition is so deeply rooted that some
people never get it, even after being hit with the truth
in the hardest way possible. The Gemara in 56 |'0ab
tells us that or7;x the Convert, before converting to
Judaism, summoned ywan nyta and Titus, the Roman
Emperor who destroyed the Second Temple, from the
grave to consult with them regarding his consideration
to convert. Both of them, although they had shared
with 0177118 each of their suffering in spiritual purgatory
— receiving Divine Retribution first hand, nevertheless
advised him to do whatever he could to harm the Jewish
people. The Gemara tells that every day both Titus and
ny71 suffer unimaginable torture in Gehinom, yet they
still do not recognize the truth — how is this possible?

One could be so spiritually impaired that although he
can comprehend the truth at the most advanced level,
it is merely abstract and he is not able to internalize it

to make it his reality. pann in nawn NdYN states that a
person who falls to an advanced level of evil loses his
ability to process information rationally as we find with
nyIo.

The wiTpn D"nn NIk answers with a profound principle
explaining the concept of agency. When one is chosen
as an agent to represent another individual or group
of people, he is affected by the mindset of the one he
represents — for the positive or the negative. Within a
halachik context he is the equivalent of whomever he
is representing. Since the ulterior motive of the Jewish
People to send spies emanated from their lack of
trust/faith in n, regarding the feasibility of entering and
succeeding in the Land of Canaan, the spies were
impacted by their negative intent.

We must ask ourselves the question — What is our
objective in existence? If the answer is, that we exist
to do the Will of n, then we are acting as His agents,
thus being impacted continuously by n. However if our
performance of niixn is for the sake of self advancement
or any other ulterior motive, then our performance is on
a limited level because we are not representing n.

Ny can still be seen on higher levels than this. ninx
is the knowledge that, at every moment, | am exactly
where n wants me to be. More than that, that knowledge
assists in filling our every moment with kedusha. If
| am where n wants me to be, | have the potential to
harness the n |Ix1 present at that moment and place
and envelope myself with nwiTj. In order to change our
mindset, we must constantly fulfil the first nixn of n mw
Tan 11%. If we place n next to us at all times, napn will
place Himself next to us at all times too.
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UESTION OF
HE WEEK

WHICH KOHEN BURIED RABBI AKIVA? (TOSAFOT B. METZIA 114B)

ELIYAHU HANAVI HAD TO BURY RABBI AKIVA, BECAUSE THE JEWS WERE SCARED TO BE CAUGHT BURYING HIM
DURING THAT TIME OF RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION UNDER THE DANGEROUS ROMANS.
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