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Tetzaveh

Dear Chevra

We hope you had a good week, an easy fast and wish you a wonderful שבת and פורים שמח.

פרשת תצוה continues with describing the requirements of the משכן and those that run it. This week, we focus predominantly on the כהנים, their clothes – the בגדי כהונה, and the inauguration of the משכן and its various components.

The question arises: How are we supposed to react to parts of the תורה that are not practical to us, either as non-כהנים or as people who live in times when the בית המקדש is unfortunately not with us? I would like to present 4 of the answers suggested by חז"ל:
1. Learning תורה:
a. Learning לשמה! We don’t only learn תורה for its practical value. We learn תורה simply because ה commands us to – even if they are areas of תורה which are not practical to us.
b. We also learn תורה to connect to הקב"ה! As I mentioned a few weeks ago: when I daven, I talk to G-d; when I learn תורה, G-d talks to me. Despite the fact that we may be learning about animals goring each other and sacrifices – the Holy principles that are being learned, discussed and internalized allow one to not only attain holy information but to internalize דעת עליון. We are not currently worthy of נבואה yet – the direct form of ה' talking to us. Though, to tap into ה’s “mind”, we learn תורה. ברוך ה', our generation is privileged to a vast plethora of ספרי קודש and the ability to read דבר ה' in any language and on any topic at any time. It is our duty and privilege to be involved in this holiest of מצוות.
c. If we spend our time focusing on תורה learning – we are not only tapping into the information that ה has shared with us, but in essence we attach ourselves to “G-d’s mind” – into the greater picture of reality and the holiness that permeates it.

d. By learning about the מצוות and their הלכות that we cannot fulfil, ה' counts that learning as their fulfilment. In this way, the ארי ז"ל says that we can fulfil all 613 mitzvot – the requirement of every neshama of Yisrael.

2. Tefilla:

a. The גמרא in ברכות brings an opinion that תפילות כנגד קרבנות תיקנו – our davening has replaced the offering of קרבנות. This applies both to the timing of our תפילות: שחרית and מנחה are in place of the morning and afternoon קרבני תמיד and מעריב is in place of the burning of the leftover parts of the קרבנות being burnt at night; as well as their purpose: The same way as the intention of the קרבנות was to fulfil their namesake in bringing us closer to ה'; so too our תפילות are to fulfil the same function.
b. Saying the קרבנות. After the destruction of our Holy בית המקדש, the prophet הושע prophesized our requirement to daven in place of the קרבנות. This is based on his words: ונשלמה פרים שפתינו – Let our lips be in place of the קרבנות. This applies to תפילה in general, but specifically to saying the קרבנות every day.
3. Identifying with the concepts that these מצוות represent:
a. The גמרא asks what the most important פסוק in the תורה is and raises three possibilities. Without getting into the discussion, the גמרא paskens that the most important pasuk is: את הכבש האחד תעשה בבקר ואת הכבש השני תעשה בין הערביים – The first sheep shall be offered in the morning and the second sheep shall be offered in the afternoon. One of the reasons given for this being the most important פסוק in the תורה is because it teaches us both the importance of physical performance of the מצוות as well as תדירות – our consistent performance of them.
b. Last week we listed various parallels between the parts of the משכן and places in our houses and on our bodies. By learning about these holy parallels, we have the ability to elevate our surroundings by viewing them in a holy light.

4. Rebuilding the ideal

a. Rav Kook’s approach is that, especially these days, when we are living in the generation of the redemption – we actually bring about the rebuilding and reactivating of the בית המקדש and its functions through our actions and learning about the קרבנות. 
b. ה joins our pure intentions at this point in time to our actions that will be enacted soon in the future בע"ה.
This שבת we read פרשת זכור. Practically, it is difficult for us to fulfil the mitzvah of destroying עמלק, both because we don’t have the ability to recognise the signs of an authentic עמלקי and even if we did, our society couldn’t tolerate people killing עמלקים left, right and centre. Though, that doesn’t relieve us of our obligation to fulfil the mitzvah of שבת זכור – REMEMBERING. Despite our technical limitations, we still need to attach ourselves to the correct mindset of the world – the תורה. That mindset will both keep us on the right track and assist in bringing about the time when it becomes a reality.

That brings us to פורים which we are in the midst of celebrating. On the one hand, we are commemorating our nation being saved from destruction 1000 years ago. On the other hand, as we will say in the Pesach Seder – in every generation they rise up to destroy us. Nazi Germany was a reality as is the Iranian threat. Unfortunately we are witnesses to a horrible reality of world-wide anti-Semitism. When we stand proud and celebrate פורים and  פסחas we are supposed to – we show the world that despite their constant attempts to destroy us, הקבה will not let His eternal nation be destroyed and that we will not allow anyone to sever our connection to ה either!
שבת שלום and פורים שמח!
Rav Shmuel and Taly

Halachot

משלוח מנות: Two different foods (two different brachot) must be sent to at least one person. Because: there are impoverished people who are too embarrassed to collect tzedaka and will therefore not have food for the Purim seuda. By establishing a system whereby everyone receives packages of food on Purim, the rabbis ensured that even the most reticent of individuals will have food. Sending food to a friend or an acquaintance is also an expression of goodwill and fraternity. On Purim we wish to instil and perpetuate these feelings. The receiver should thus know who the sender is. They should be sent as early as possible, but not before the reading of the Megilla on Purim morning.

מתנות לאביונים: The equivalent of two portions of food for at least two poor people.

Purim Humour

· Why were the ten sons of Haman hanged in one breath? In order to ensure that the Supreme Court would not issue a restraining order in the meantime.
· Why didn't Esther receive Mordechai's e-mail, warning her about Haman's plan to kill the Jews? 
She had an Achashvirus.

· How do we know that the people of Shushan were hard of hearing? It says in the Megillah: Vayi'he bemay Achasvairosh… who? Achashvairosh!

Ways to Know When You Have Drunk Enough on Purim
You argue with hamentashen, and lose.

You think that the calve's foot jelly is dessert.

You begin speaking Yiddish with a Sephardic accent.

The most intelligent thing you can say is: aah wazh bleh blah hmm burpzzz.
Walking in a straight line to the bar proves to be very difficult. You bump into people, chairs and tables. To avoid loss of beer on the way back, you might want to drink your beer - shotgun.
Flaws in the forthcoming $100 million Hollywood remake of the Purim Megillah
Arnold Schwarzenegger cast as Mordechai-the-Terminator 

Violent ending toned down in response to audience focus groups 

Setting changed from 4th Century BCE Persia to South Central L.A. 

Computer-animated singing hamentashen 

Comic walk on by Pat Buchanan as Haman's evil twin 

"No Iranians were harmed in the making of this film" disclaimer 

Title changed to "Return of the Shushan Boys" 

Esther's Jewish roots downplayed to broaden appeal 

OJ Simpson cast as King Achashverush's domestic affairs advisor

Purim Times

Megilla will be read by Michael Simons at Harel on Sunday night at 20:30 and Monday morning at 10:00.

